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 NX East Anglia Drivers Company Council ~ Pay Issue  

 Visit our Website www.aslef.org.uk/neea                                                                


Tuesday 28th July 2009

On 22/07/2009 the Full Time Officer Andy Morrison and the DCC attended the 6th pay talks for 2009. The management opened the talks by informing us of the worsening of the current economic crisis and that swine flu was now having an impact on passenger numbers. This along with the announcement that Ryan Air was to pull flights this winter from Stanstead Airport, causing a further fall of 14.4%. 

 
Management made every effort to inform us of the downturn in revenue without mentioning the fact that they receive 80% revenue/income support from the Government. Everything the Company was telling us contradicted their own financial statement, which stated that they would hope to have underlying growth of 5% even with the economic downturn. 

 
The management also failed to mention that NX have given £17 million of group funds to the failing East Coast Franchise, some of this money has come from profits that NXEA have made. Your hard work is not being rewarded but its nice to know that we are helping to support a failing railway who's Drivers have received a 3.6% pay rise. Why won’t NX Group help support NXEA and give some of the group funds to them, and support a successful franchise.
 
Management stated that any increase to the current offer would have to come from productivity, (the selling of Terms and Conditions). We were given a document with some 20 T&C's, 3 or4 of which they were hoping to convert into a further 0.5% to put on the pay. It was apparent when looking at the list that what the company actually wanted was harmonisation without paying for it.
 
After 8 hours and getting nowhere the talks ended, unfortunately the strikes planned for 30/07 & 31/07, will now go ahead as planned. We are available to talk to the company if they wish to make an improved offer, but this does not look forthcoming. The 95.5% ballot result showed great strength of feeling; we must remain strong over the next few weeks. 

Monday 27th July 2009
A further emergency meeting was requested “at short notice” by the company on the morning of Monday 27th July. The DCC accompanied the District Organiser Andy Morrison and the EC Member Nigel Gibson to Oliver’s Yard where the former met with the Operations Director Mr. Phillips. The DCC waited in an adjacent room should we have been required to participate in any discussions.

After approximately 2 hours of talks with the D/O and the EC member they adjourned and reported to the DCC that there had been no movement whatsoever by the company to address the many items connected with the dispute!
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